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THE AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



nationality as an emblem of belligerency. Some who have 
learned to dread patriotism on account of the selfishness 
and hostility which is fostered in its name, object even to 
a national flower. But to us the ideal flag differs from 
this. It is an emblem of nationality. It stands for the 
victories of peace. The settlement, unification, liberty, 
industry and all those "rights of man," which this nation 
secures to its citizens, are reflected in the flag. Though 
its most conspicuous place has been in the past warlike, 
yet the future has better things in store. 

If these States are to keep together, an incalculable 
power for good in the world, the people must have not 
only certain principles and aims, but certain ambitions 
and hopes in common. Of these a visible emblem is 
necessary. Let us see to it that our country's flag with 
every year means not hatred but love ; not bloody strife, 
but peaceful progress ; not aggressive war but self-re- 
spectful Peace. It is "conversion" that we believe in 
and hopefully labor for, not suppression or destruction ; 
the swords converted to plow-shares, spears to pruning 
hooks, the children of the nation led to learn war no 
more, the flag so converted as to signify unity, nationality, 
fraternity, freedom, concord and Peace. 



THE CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES OF CIVIL 
GOVERNMENT. 

Such is the subject to be discussed in a National Con- 
ference at Washington, D. C, April 1, 2 and 3. An 
invitation has been addressed to "all existing Christian 
Organizations" to send delegates. The American Peace 
Society will probably be represented. If there be any 
Christian organization in this country which believes 
that Christian principles ought to be reflected in Govern- 
ment, it is this same Society. Its grand object is to 
inculcate those principles as they apply to the military 
system, which is essentially a partof "civil" Government. 
The Constitution of the United States recognizes the 
army and navy as essential to the Government. The 
President may declare war. He may call for volun- 
teers. He is ex-officio the commander-in-chief of the 
army. The Congress is authorized to enact necessary 
laws for the conduct of army and navy. It provides 
money by appropriations from the public treasury. The 
war-making power has been repeatedly exercised by the 
Government : first, by the Continental Congress before 
the more perfect Union was formed ; secondly, in the 
second war with Great Britain ; thirdly, in a war with 
Mexico ; and fourthly, in the war for the preservation of 
the Union. In this latter conflict the Government went, 
by the admission of all persons, to the very verge of its 
constitutional powers. That same Government now con- 
fronts the future armed not only with its clearly stated 
constitutional powers, but also with a multitude of pre- 
cedents, which arose in the emergencies of actual war. 

By the general consent of civilized nations a "code" 
written or unwritten has been formed, called the laws of 
war. Certain practices have been in vogue and are held 
to be lawful in war which in times of peace are unlawful. 
For instance, the laws which to some extent guard the 
first day of the week for purposes of rest and worship in 
peace, have no force in war. Some of the greatest efforts 
of the war power have been put forth on the Christian Sab- 
bath. Wearisome marches, laborious fortifyings, des- 
perate and bloody battles have taken place on Sunday with 



apparently no compunction on the part of the Government, 
the people or the military leaders. The law which in time 
of peace exempts private property from seizure without 
legal process, and even the law which makes theft by 
an individual criminal, is disregarded in an enemy's 
country by the soldiers of an entire army with impunity. 
Great armies are great schools of theft. Under the 
names of "raiding," "foraging," and similar terms, 
private property is seized and used by Government. The 
laws which in peace guard personal liberty are inapplica- 
ble to a soldier in time of war. 

An army is undemocratic in its organization and auto- 
cratic in its government. All of liberty that great English- 
men have suffered and died to obtain, their children may 
enjoy in times of peace and as civilians and citizens. But 
militarism is aristocracy and autocracy. Human life, 
which the common law treats as the most precious of 
personal rights, is not only not left unguarded by military 
law,— it is the principal thing purposely and inevitably 
sacrificed. He who wounds is not guilty of assault, nor 
is he who kills a homicide if the man wounded or killed is 
surnamed "enemy" and suffers in his person or loses his 
life when a large number of persons are engaged in 
fighting a battle. 

Laws, then, which in peaoe guard religion, property and 
life are either abolished or superseded by an indefinite 
and adjustable code called "the laws of war." This code 
may be national, administered to govern an army in the 
field, — or it may be international, — a series of provisions 
founded on certain customs and agreements between 
nations, who are or may become "belligerents." 

I need not call attention to the obvious fact that mili- 
tary law is not civil law and that it countenances deeds 
which under the latter are punished as crimes. But 
civil law has its source and derives its sanction bv the 
consent of Christian nations from moral considerations. 
Justice alike for governments and to the governed bv 
whose consent they exist, is the foundation and the measure 
of civil law. 

THE BIBLE THE FOUNTAIN OF LAW. 

But go one step further. Trace back each wise provi- 
sion for human safety and liberty to its fountain and it 
will be found in the Bible. The New Testament contains 
the Christian principles on which civil government is 
founded. If then the nature and purpose of civil gov- 
ernment is vitiated the law of Christianity is invaded. 
Its precepts are disregarded. But military organization 
and war powers are a part of Civil Government. Con- 
trast for a moment these war powers and practices with 
the original charter or constitution of Christianity. 

I suppose the best summary of the latter is found in 
Christ's Sermon on the Mount. I do not hesitate to 
assert, that not one of those characters on which Our 
Lord pronounces a blessing can be found breathing the 
spirit and doing the work of a military ruler or subject. 
The military hero, so far as he is distinctly and essen- 
tially military, becomes subject to a code by which he is 
governed and breathes the spirit of that code and lives a 
life unlike that inculcated as all men's duty in Matthew 
v. 8-11. 

He is not "poor in spirit." He is self assertive, 
proud, bold and aggressive. He is not a mourner. 
War has no time for private griefs and the sorrows of 
the soldier must be suppressed and forgotten in his 
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military duty. He is not "meek" but the opposite. He 
"seeks the bubble reputation at the cannon's mouth." 
He is violent in his methods. Physical force, scientifically 
directed, is his first and last reliance for success. Hun- 
ger and thirst for righteousness he may have, but they are 
not in the line of his profession— not under military law ; 
not experienced on the battlefield— not when "full of 
strange oaths," or moved by mad passion he kills or is 
killed. "Merciful" as a man he may be, but as a soldier 
his duty is not to bear but strike. The argument of 
reason, the appeal to conscience, the plea for mercy, are 
all exhausted before the nation reaches the stage of war, 
and sets the men who constitute its chief power to fight- 
ing. On what battlefield, except in rare and excep- 
tional instances, did mercy ever "drop as the gentle dew 
from heaven"? He who has a soft, tender, pitiful heart 
is not good at bruising, maiming, destroying, killing. 
No ! the ideal soldier doing his supreme duty must not be 
merciful. 

'■'Pure in heart." If the military man is that he must 
be it in spite of his profession, his environment, the spirit 
of war and the code by which he is governed. A "Peace- 
maker." Yes, if killing, which stops a voice, paralyzes 
an arm, tears a soul from its body is making peace. 
Armies make a desert and call it peace. War destroys 
whatever is useful and beautiful. The hum of industry is 
silenced. The statue and temple are demolished. Cities 
are burned. Ships are annihilated. Commerce flies to ocean 
corners and shelters itself with non-belligerents. Progress 
is arrested ; invention pauses ; discovery waits ; litera- 
ture has no leisure. There is no silence for thought. 
"Peacemaker?" Yes, Pizarro, Bonaparte were peace- 
makers, but death was the condition of peace. Our Lord 
does not seem to me to have had any great military or 
naval hero in mind when he blessed a peacemaker. "Per- 
secuted ?" Such are sufferers and not actors. The whole 
line of blessed ones is marked by the passive, patient 
virtues rather than the bold, assertive, aggressive, force- 
ful and military ones. 

Do you say this is but one aspect of the law of the 
Christian Kingdom. Where is the other aspect ? Not in 
the New Testament. Men sift that document to find seed 
for homilies. Almost every system of ethics and nearly 
every unethical act has been defended by a scripture 
quotation. Men go to God's word to confirm tradition, 
prejudice, predeliction and preference. If they will go un- 
biassed to learn truth de novo, they will find it. They 
will not find slavery, intemperance or war inculcated. It 
is a wresting and wrenching of the pervading spirit of our 
holy book to use it to defend these human enormities. 
Our Lord does not countenance extravagance, injustice or 
cruelty. Why do I say it? Because I now and then 
hear his commendation of certain qualities in the Centu- 
rion, or John the Baptist's advice to soldiers, or Paul's 
figure of "a good soldier of Jesus Christ" used to justify 
militarism as it exists in our day and among our institu- 
tions. A system, confessedly abnormal to our times, 
opposed to reason and philosophy, shelters itself under 
the pure and spotless robe of Christianity ! The breath 
of G-od, called the Holy Spirit, swept through the souls of 
the apostles. They were enlightened to see the terrible 
scenes depicted as characteristic of the Judgment and 
the days preceding. But they never described these as 
brought about by the children of God, as among the 
methods of propagating his kingdom, or filled with the 
Spirit of his Son. Christ commended the rather unmili- 



tary virtues of love to Israelites and a willingness to 
build a church in one Roman Captain. He commended 
the virtues of faith and obedience in another. John 
forbade violence to the soldier and Paul used him as 
Jesus did the vines, flowers and birds of Galilee for 
illustrations of duty. Soldiers were as common in that 
time as the flowers. Paul was chained to one for years 
and could not look up without seeing a soldier as will a 
traveller in some parts of Europe to-day. The bloody 
scenes of the book of Revelation typify judgments which 
inevitably fall on evil doers. 

Search and sift the New Testament and you nowhere 
find physical force commended or mentioned as a means 
of propagating the Gospel and establishing Christ's king- 
dom. The sword of the Spirit is the Word of God 
It cuts through souls — joint and marrow. It cleaves 
no skulls and stabs no bosoms. But Civil Govern- 
ment by its military powers does all of these things. 
It ignores Christian principles. It provokes and it retal- 
iates. In its corporate capacity it does things which 
in individuals are credited to malignant passions and 
depraved appetites. If the Kingdom of God is to prevail 
Civil Government, as now constituted and administered, 
must be reformed or abolished. Some good men will not 
take its oaths or be responsible for its acts. Others, and 
these are they with whom the writer sympathizes, believe 
that nations are to be born into a new and higher life. 
Hence we seek their conversion and not their extermina- 
tion. 



PETITION TO CONGRESS. 

Copy, sign, get other names and send by mail to 
Washington. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States, in Congress Assembled : 

The undersigned, citizens of respectfully but 

earnestly entreat your honorable bodies to reject the rec- 
ommendations of the Senate Naval Committee, and other 
measures which propose large expenditures for the Navy 
and so-called Coast Defences, and other warlike prepara- 
tions, all of which are, we believe, a menace to the peace 
and security of the nation. 



PEACE RESOLUTION PENDING IN CONGRESS. 

The following is the text of the resolution which has 
passed the United States Senate and now waits the action 
of the House : 

To invite International Arbitration as to differences be- 
tween Nations. 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives 
concurring), That the President be, and is hereby, re- 
quested to invite, from time to time as fit occasions may 
arise, negotiations with any Government with which the 
United States has or may have diplomatic relations, to 
the end that any differences or disputes arising between 
the two Governments which cannot be adjusted by diplo- 
matic agency may be referred to arbitration, and be 
peaceably adjusted by such means. 



The date of the Universal Peace Congress in London 
is July 14, 1890; Parliamentary Congress July 21. See 
page 51 for further particulars of these Congresses. 



